International Studies 515 

Ethnicity, Development, and the State in Sub-Saharan Africa

Winter 2009
Instructor:   Andrew J. Carlson, Ph.D.

Office Hours: 

Class Location: 
Phone: 
Email:  Carlson.197@osu.edu

Course Description

For generations the problem of Sub-Saharan Africa’s relatively slow development has vexed scholars and Africans themselves.  While the approach to development has often begun with an assumption of basic African similarities, in this course we take a comparative perspective in order to appreciate differences shaped by geography, history, culture, and ethnic politics.  Our goal is a better understanding of the political and cultural contexts for development in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Course Requirements

1. Informed and active participation:  This counts ten percent (10%) of the final grade.

2. Four essays, 500-800 words in length, for each of the four course modules.  Two choices of due dates and reading assignments are provided in each module. Each essay counts fifteen percent of the final grade (for a total of 60%). These essays are based on the weekly reading assignments.  Due dates are noted below. All essays must be typed, doubled spaced, and use quotation marks and attribute where appropriate.  

3. One final exam, consisting of short answer and essay questions, based on lectures and discussions: This will count thirty percent (30%) of the final grade.  
Evaluation and Grading Policies

1. Grading scale: A= 93-100; A- = 90-92;  B+ = 87-89; B= 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ = 77-79;  C= 73-76;  C- = 70-72; D+ = 67-69; D = 60-66; F = 0-59.

2. Grading Standards: Grades of A and A- are reserved for excellent work characterized by: a) clear and subtle comprehension of reading and concepts; b) critical thinking and creativity; c) and polished writing.  Grades of B+, B, and B- are assigned to work that is strong in at least two of the three qualities noted above.  Grades of C+, C, and C- are for work that is competent in reading comprehension and writing skill.

3. Students who miss the final exam must show documentation as to why the exam was missed.  

4. Late work is accepted but is reduced by one full letter.

5. All written work submitted for evaluation must be your own. Ideas and phrases which are not your own must be in quotations and/or attributed.   All cases of plagiarism will be referred to the Committee on Academic Misconduct (292-7262, 1110 Lincoln Tower) for adjudication and enforcement.  

6.  Students with disabilities must make them known to the instructor so that provisions can be made.  An alternative point of contact is the Office for Disability Services (292-3307, Pomerene Hall). 

Required Books

Paul Collier.  The Bottom Billion  Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can be Done About it.  Oxford Univeristy Press, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-19-531145-7.

Basil Davidson, The Black Man’s Burden:  Africa and the Curse of the Nation-State.  New York: Times Books/Random House, 1992.  ISBN: 0-8129-2210-7.  (paper)

Levi A. Nwachuku and G.N. Uzoigwe, editors.  Troubled Journey:  Nigeria Since the Civil War.  Dallas, Lanham, Boulder, New York, Oxford: University Press of America, Inc., 2004.  ISBN: 0-7618-2712-9 (paper)
E. Ike Udogo. The Issue of Political Ethnicity in Africa.  Ashgate, 2001.
Bahru Zewdie.  A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1991.  Second Edition.  Addis Ababa:  Addis Ababa University Press, 2002.

Course Outline and Schedule

Module I.  Problems and Theories
1.  Introductions

2. Development

3. Perspectives

Reading and Discussion: Collier, The Bottom Billion, entire; Kalu, “Ethnicity and Political Economy of Africa: A Conceptual Analysis.”  Recommended,   Jeffrey D. Sacks, The End of Poverty, chapter two.
Assignment due:  Essay I (Choice A).

4. Ethnicity and States
5. Perspectives 



Reading and Discussion:  Udogu, “Ethnicity and Theory in African Politics” ;  Ihonvbere, “The State and Ethnicity in Africa.”  Recommended: Basil Davidson, The Black Man’s Burden: Africa and the Curse of the Nation-State, introduction, chapters 2,7; Ronald Inglehart, “Culture and Democracy,” in Culture Matters, chapter 7.

Assignment due:  Essay I (Choice B).
Module II. Ethiopia

October 9  Geography and the Ancient State  
October 11 The Modern Era
Reading and Discussion:  Zewdie, A History of Ethiopia, chapters one, two, three.
Assignment Due:  Essay II (Choice A)
October 16  Haile Selassie: Monarchy and Empire  
October 18 Mengistu Haile Mariam: Revolution and War
Reading and Discussion:  Zewdie, A History of Ethiopia, chapters four, five, six .  

Assignment Due:  Essay II (Choice B)
October 23
 Meles Zenawi:  The Ethiopian Federation

October 25   Development and Ethnicity

Module III. Nigeria

October 30
Geography and History
November 1  The Colonial Era

November 6  NO CLASS (International Studies Conference)
November 8 From Independence to Civil War

Reading and Discussion: G.N. Uzoigwe, “Nigeria to 1960: An Overview,” Troubled Journey, chapter one;   Levi A. Nwachuku, “Survey of Nigerian History Since Independence,” Troubled Journey, chapter two. 

.Assignment Due: Essay III (Choice A)
November 13  An Unstable State
November 15  A Democratic Republic?
Reading and Discussion:  Troubled Journey, chapters three to eleven; Vaughan, “The Ethnic Dimensions of Nigeria’s Post-Annulment Crisis: Case Studies from the South.” Assignment due:  Essay III (Choice B)
Module IV. CONCLUSIONS

November 21 States and Ethnicity in Africa
Reading and Discussion: Basil Davidson, The Black Man’s Burden, Conclusion;  “Does Africa Need a Cultural Adjustment Program?” in Culture Matters, chapter six. 

Assignment Due:  Essay IV (Choice A).

November 22
NO CLASS (Thanksgiving Break)


November 27
The Future of African Development
Reading and Discussion:  Collier, The Bottom Billion, chapters 7-11. Recommended: Jeffrey D. Sachs.  The End of Poverty, chapters eleven-eighteen. 

Assignment Due:  Essay
IV (Choice B)
December 4
FINAL EXAM: 3:30-5:18
Recommended References

John L. Allen.  Student Atlas of World Politics, Seventh Edition.  Guilford, CT:  McGraw -Dushkin, 2006.

Phillip Curtin, Steven Feierman, Leonard Thompson, Jan Vansina.  African History  From Earliest Times to Independence.  London and New York: Longman, 1995.
Lawrence E. Harrison and Samuel P. Huntington, Editors, Culture Matters:  How Values Shape Human Progress.  Basic Books, 2000.  ISBN: 0-465-03175-7 (paper) 
David D. Laitin.  Nations, States, and Violence.  Oxford University Press, 2007.

Colin McEvedy.  The Penguin Atlas of African History, New Edition. London: Penguin Books, 1995.

Vincent P. Pecora, editor.  Nations and Identities: Classic Readings.  Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishing, 2001. 

John Reader.  Africa  A Biography of the Continent.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999.
Jeffrey D. Sachs.  The End of Poverty  Economic Possibilities for our Time.  New York: Penguin, 2005. 
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